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{TS/LIMDIS) As the Israslis have indicated, one key to any
Syrian offensive action is finding sufficiently trained crews
to man the reported 800 newly-arrived tanks. Aanother factor
is the doubtful ability of the Syrian Army, which has been
roughly handled, to regain the offensive from a fully-mobilized,
alert Israeli Army that now controls key terrain features. A
third factor is the withdrawal from Syria of the Iragi armox
force. These critjcal factors make any major offensive by the
Syrians seem doubtful, although it cannot be totally discounted,
A major flare-up of hostilities following an Israeli punitive
retaliatory raid on the fedayeen in southern Lebanon seems more
likely; however, |
are generally observing the cease~fire.
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